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CHRISTENING AND LAUNCHING CEREMONY 
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PRESENTATION OF COLORS. . . Marine Corps Color Guard 

Naval Weapons Station 
Seal Beach 

NATIONAL ANTHEM Mr Daniel Lasagna 

South Gate 



LAUNCHING PRAYER Captain Quinn L Hawley, CHC, USN 

Naval Station, Long Beach 



WELCOME AND 

INTRODUCTIONS Mr. Len M. Thorell 

Vice President and General Manager 
Todd Pacific Shipyards Corporation 
Los Angeles Division 



REMARKS Captain David G. Kalb, USN 

Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion 
and Repair, U.S. Navy 
Long Beach 

Rear Admiral George W. Davis, Jr., USN 
Deputy Commander for Surface Ships 
Naval Sea Systems Command 

Rear Admiral Ross H. Trower, CHC, USN 
Navy Chief of Chaplains 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 
Department of the Navy 



CHRISTENING Mrs. Neal F. Lansing, Sponsor 

Mrs. William K. Rentz, Matron of Honor 

Mrs. Neal F. Lansing is the daughter of the late Commander George S. 
Rentz, Sr., USN. She will be assisted by her sister-in-law, Mrs. William K. 
Rentz. 



COMMANDER GEORGE SNAVELY RENTZ, 
CHC, USN 



Born on July 25, 1882 in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, George Snavely Rentz graduated 
from Princeton Theological Seminary, was ordained by the Presbytery of North- 
umberland in 1909, and pastored churches in Pennsylvania and New Jersey for eight 
years. 

Following entry of the United States in World War I, he was appointed acting 
chaplain with the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade and assigned to the 1 1 th Regiment 
of Marines in France until 1919. He attained the rank of Commander in 1924. Among 
his sea duty assignment, he served in USS FLORIDA (BB-30); USS WRIGHT (AV-1); 
USS WEST VIRGINIA (BB-48); and USS AUGUSTA (CA-31). In 1940, when the 
USS HOUSTON (CA-30) relieved AUGUSTA as flagship of the Asiatic Fleet, 
Commander Rentz transferred to the new arrival. It was aboard this cruiser he served 
so devotedly and enthusiastically, providing the ship's crew and officers with great 
hope and promise. 

During an Allied attack on February 4, 1942, HOUSTON was under severe air 
attack. Commander Rentz spurned cover and circulated among the crew of the anti- 
aircraft battery, encouraging them It was noted by an officer that crew members at the 
guns "... saw this man of God walking fearlessly among them, they no longer felt alone." 
In the Flores Sea, during this attack, HOUSTON took a direct hit that disabled turret 
HI and killed 48 men. Less than a month laterHOUSTON was in the Battle of Java Sea 
with the Australian light cruiser HMAS PERTH Both ships were outnumbered by a 
Japanese troop convoy but they persisted in an ensuing melee of fire, causing such 
confusion as to have a Japanese destroyer fire a spread of torpedoes that passed the 
allied cruisers and caused four Japanese troopships close inshore to sink. All in all, the 
involvement was no match for the wounded PERTH and HOUSTON; the Japanese 
attack on these two cruisers caused them to sink; but they went down fighting to the 
last second. 

It was during the abandonment of HOUSTON that Commander Rentz entered the 
water and attained partial safety along with other crew members on a spare main float 
of one of HOUSTON'S lost planes. Aware of the extreme overcrowding and dangerous 
overloading, he attempted to relinquish his space and his life-jacket to wounded 
survivors nearby, declaring "You men are young, I have lived the major part of my life 
and I am willing to go." No one would oblige the generous, fearless chaplain After 
several attempts of leaving and being brought back by his shipmates, he uplifted them 
with prayers and songs until, ultimately, he succeeded in placing his life-jacket near a 
wounded sailor who did not have one, and Commander Rentz courageously slipped 
away into the sea on the morning of March 1, 1942. 

For his selfless bravery following the loss of HOUSTON in Sunda Strait that night, 
he was awarded posthumously, the Navy CroBS — the only Navy Chaplain to be so 
honored during World War IL 

Today we are most pleased to have with us so many of Commander Rentz' family 
and friends, including two sons, George S. Rentz, Jr., and William K. Rentz, and his 
daughter, Jean Rentz Lansing, Sponsor of the ship named in his honor. 
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PLATFORM GUESTS 



Mr. and Mrs. Neal F. Lansing 

Mr. and Mrs. William K. Renlz 

Mr. and Mrs. George S. Rentz, Jr. 

Rear Admiral Ross H. Trower. 
CHC, USN and Mrs. Trower 

Rear Admiral George W. Davis, 
Jr., USN 

Commodore Stuart F. Piatt, SC, 
USN 

Melonee Ann Daniels 

Captain David G. Kalb, USN 
and Mrs. Kalb 

Captain Ouinn L Hawley, 
CHC, USN and Mrs. Hawley 

Commander Donald Rowe, USN 



Commander Martin J. Mayer, 
USN and Mrs. Mayer 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford A Sheldrake 



Sponsor and husband 

Matron of Honor and husband (brother of Sponsor) 

Brother of Sponsor and wife 

Navy Chief of Chaplains 

Office of Chief of Naval Operations 

Deputy Commander for Surface Ships 
Naval Sea Systems Command 

Deputy Commander for Contracts 
Naval Sea Systems Command 

Actress and wife of Commodore Piatt; and 
FORD (FFG-54) Keel Laying Officiant 

Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion and 
Repair, USN 
Long Beach 

Chaplain 

Naval Station, Long Beach 
FFG Project Officer 

Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion and 
Repair, USN 
Long Beach 

Prospective Commanding Officer 
RENTZ (FFG-46) 

Retired Director and Former Vice President-Finance 
Todd Shipyards Corporation 



TODD PACIFIC SHIPYARDS CORPORATION 
LOS ANGELES DIVISION 



Mr. and Mrs. Len M. Thorell 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. Petersen 
Mr. and Mrs. John B. O'Hara 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl J. Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. Willard M. Hart 
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph E Castelli 



Vice President and General Manager 
Vice President - Programs and Resources 
Vice President - Industrial Relations 
Assistant General Manager 
Program Manager - FFG 
Director of Finance 



KEEL LAYING OF FORD (FFG-54) 



The laying of the keel for the Guided Missile Frigate FORD (FFG-54) will 
follow the launching. This vessel is the fifteenth of its class to be constructed 
by Todd Pacific Shipyards Corporation, Los Angeles Division, and is named 
in honor of Gunner's Mate 2nd Class Patrick Osborne Ford (1942-1968). 

Mr. Ford received, posthumously, a Navy Cross for his extraordinary 
heroism during the Vietnam War. On June 21, 1968 he was serving as the 
after machine gunner in PBR 750, attached to River Squadron FIVE, when 
Viet Cong forces, employing rockets and automatic weapons, ambushed the 
craft as it emerged from a canal off the My Tho River in South Vietnam and 
set if afire with two direct hits. Disabled and with her coxswain dead, the 
blazing PBR 750 swerved toward the riverbank directly in front of the Viet 
Cong positions. Ford, seriously wounded and burned, had been tenaciously 
returning the enemy fire with the after machine gun until he realized the PBR 
750 was out of control. Giving no thought to his own safety. Ford, his clothing 
afire, pushed three of his wounded shipmates into the river before he 
himself followed, only to be killed in the water by enemy machine gun fire. 

We are honored today to have Melonee Ann Daniels, actress and wife of 
Commodore Stuart F. Piatt, SC, USN, here with us to authenticate the laying 
of the keel for FORD (FFG-54). She will be assisted by Mrs. Ross H. Trower, 
Matron of Honor, and wife of Rear Admiral Trower. 



